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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
OFFICE OF RESEARCH AND REPORTS

WARNING

This material contains information affecting the National Defenss of the United States within
the meaning of the espionage laws, Title 18, USC, Secs. 793 and 794, the transmission or
revelation of which in any manner to an unauthorized person is prohibited by law.
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SECRET

Iatrosuction

' the tntensitication of Comntat gurriila snd terrorat sctivivies
internal security is pricary problen of the govermnent of South V:

25 atey This remurgence of Tholoncs 1s consenirated Ghicy.in e senthorn
pert of the coustry. It could spread o other areas, hovever, because mich of
e country offors an excellent envircument for guerrilla varfare.

Terretn

South Vietran 1s comprised of the Mekong Delta, a coastal lowland, and &
higniand region. The roughly triangular and virtually flat delta plain fanntng
ot fron the Nekong River messures sone he
Tittoral fron Pointe de Ca tau to

Srland,

s dry ar ing 1
10 Vions Creee ighor it move peomiment physteal Teatites-

e coastal loviand, extending nortivard from the dolta plain, varies I

e Found vetveen e peomiotice wnd e’ sieep recy Loiaeds oefshore:

Betveen the coastal Lovland and the Mekons Valley lies the b

It extends fron the southe oun in, Just northesst of
tae Mokong Delta, nto North Vieton. Yort of the latitude of Qui
oon the highlands are comprised pred 3y of steep nountain ridges with
interventng deep, . The southern part, of the b »_bovever,
r o Tanges wd scatiersd piatasus, dociuice the Dalat sl

A over 8,000 feat, and the deeply
ineised parta of the platesus ke surface LranspoFcAtion GLTFIEALE.

Climbe

5 tnan 19s o tropical monsocmal clizate vith alstinct wet and dry
seasons. For much of the country the hot, hunid, vet season laste fros Juse
%0 Septenber and the dry season of predosinantly clear, relatively cool days

scar
Climatic divide. Consequently, the eastern flanks of the highlands and the sd-
Joining coastal loviand have their grestest rainfall during the fall and vinter.

o asatall varies contderably throughont the gon bas
shout T8 foches, but n Flaces vhers the mourtatos rise pncimwul.v £ron the
cosstal low s Ba Na,  few miles inland from Tourane .
Irecipitation i as mch aa 200 Liches:  (By contrast, she smal precipstation
hington, D.C., Lo b1 laches.) Whereas Sailgon receives T5 percent of its
Burt

1ends west of the climtic divide might be Tea-
sible at & tine vhen movement east of the divide vould be incressingly Aiffieult
because of the rainy sea

hewey aing, the repulant floding, and the conbination of high tem
perature ané humidily bave both shysloal aad saychologteal effects on persen-

4 1n operations during the raimy. hareus s sesscn 15
Eeneraliy Tavorabie. for muertilia verfare; the raiis mterially ircresse the
Totions of Logtetieal support for comentional atitecy Eoreese

Authough they wury constderably ith elemticn, temeratures
iousticn ere selasively unifora throughout anging fron sodersts %0
hign. The ze: e etaon 1o shot G0 mereus o Delat,
% eLovauion of shout 3,000 Teety 1t 15 enly 6508

[ _sours viernam |
ETHNIC GROUPS

[ r——
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Vegstation
Mach of tne sature). vegstation of South Vistnan bas characteriatics that
111a cperations. The vegetation is often dens
trails, D1y provides sxceiient
other factérs such as Tlood) Lte or

ove and marshes, and rainforest with dease underbrush forn
domiant matural vegetation complexes of the delta and the land along its
the highland 0d some of the 014 sand dunes of the
ot open forest, comprised chieny of videly
speced Gectduous tross, oeours In parts of the dune'area and mah of the rest of
‘g Erings the cosst.

iaforest 15 the dosinant type of vegetation in the highlands, but
foradt comnioting of ltoer wised deciluoss Srecs o pore siaste ot pine T alto

SECRET

10322, o 3,000 t0,5,00 eot
e perticinely estansive cu the Diicicg wd Dulat Patéaus. “Thl dectdvons
onen o Laliy cover some o the platents ant Lover Tiopas cn the Leswara
TEia o the sbuniaine) vhere Fes0uL 1s elatively Tighe., Oresetach =
ha'piatensa and o0 séne of the nillstdes:

Population snd Settlenent

of the popiation of slmoet 13 million, sbout 11 aillicn are Vietwasase:

e Teoniator acuies 3 saree trorisy Greups o 00,000 or mere Ghineuss 3p1000
Casbotians, ued 680,000 rihanen of 16 Fador rioa) fromps - a6 vell

shvely smalt Malayans, Tndiens, Fakistands, Biropeans, and

Tre dtstribution of the m, c growps, except the Chtnose, is show
on Vg 29013, OF th Kot Gninese popelsvion; dbeut 550,000 ave. coneein
Ton. Most

in the tvin oitics of Saigon ad Cho of the Vigtaasese populatica i
in the o The, tribal pecplas mih a8 toe Exd : .
nigslands, vhere population.

aita area anh, signiTiteniiy, are ChHLOCY seviied 1n ali of tae provinces
Dosdaring Casboaia r5a the coust £y sboct 120 reeth Iattbute

e govermauct o Sout Vietoss undes Prsstdont Dien has long wnticipated
Communtst subversive activities in the rural revent.
Somiaist pensirstion of ihese poienticl veak vty vave Snciuses e covemtcat-
ment of loyal villages (his ‘hrongh

rural areas in 1955 of some

canals, and atrstrips are belns Lmroved ar
Support. these settlenents snd 5o help mmily the

Language end Seligion

Victrazese (tcoaeese) to the chsot lasguge, serving sl the Vistaanese as
& iy songur. | It wlao serves, a3 dous Prencs, 3 © 34

of the mincrity peoples tnese speak various amm-. rincipally
Ela(cnese, ana the Cambotlans cpoa  Jhosr, weich 1 slso cpoken b sone of the
Vietnaze: some of

sation, mitilingutets
irly comon, ary of the Vietamaese are cusrently lesrning

sligtone of Soutn Tistoas aro both diverge asd eclectic. e dontoant
o by nost Of the Vietaamese, Chtnese, and Can-

nowever, ollor e Confucian sthieal
n the: Gpirit vorshipers. The largest non-
Buldnist religions group is Romen Catholic, vith 1,200,000 serbers, out other
gmoe dnslade shot 75,000 Brotestanta, 55,000 ibiina, sna 20,000
though s

ok o Corlatians, e wighiand sives people
e el et e L
Beses"= e Cao Das, s exeremsly cEloctic groiny ana o o Huo, s eeformnd
et
-

Soueh Vietaus 10 praconioantly an agricultural country. Rice io the m
ony oening satel 15 il o (ol ihg Goie crorsng s

Seventy—Five percent of the rice cones from the delta area, one of the mag
Trice hovia® of Boutnaast Aaia. Piauein tukes pisce bebvion g ana Sopesabes
e

- rice barv
on Sone fields may have as may as thros rice Farvests and tho
vesting period ay extand from April shrough Februany.

the Highens resion, smry of the tribes practice prisitive 'rat” agricul-
-burn clearing of vooded are used for unirri-

vest potatoss aid mmite. Huntiog,
Tihiig, and gathering of forest products suh ap asels:(cimanon) ark s
Dlezenttheir agriculturel pursuits.

A d-F:
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Toatrial sctietty 1s Usited bit 1o erpending steedly,  Hev entarprives
such oo sharmceutical and industries have bee

5 o rice Eilling and 1umb ering. Mining i dosinated by the Lizited
Droamstion:of the Rong.senceut

Transportatios

A the government of South Vietnan 1s actively engaged tn rosd build-
ing, transportaticn factlisies fn mah of She
arly durt:

E season. Landsli
Lo oL dnmdusion say greatly restetct”trave
4 imedtately after the rains.

1

cation line. A main branch consects the cosstal line with Dalat, in the hi

Iaza coglon, (See Jap 29012 azd Transportation Notes fox the Lofation of roads
oads.

n the of prine

impartance to transportation. Tne extensive metwork of rivers and canais s
o

Sntilcmtion by Junka thes roportedly sais fron forth Vietnan vioh Y1t Hinn

sgents.

? gromi-transportation factitite

currently, the

wmm:w o .mn.  rions soms e Toute enbances e desirdoilily of atx
e » there aco sota 4O uasble sifieide with runveys

of 2, o, Frobavly fover than tme-Ehina of then are uaed by eivis

i services o e Soutn Vistomn hir Sorce; the reminder generaly are

e lantation companes. Alr ray be sestricted

seascoal monaoons, by heavy sake £ron “ral’ bumings, or by the hase ceritetons

of Internal Security

Dre since the 395 gurtision of Vietas, the Dewooratic Tepilic of Victran
(Cammintat Rorth Viesnes) hes made Slear 135" iatention oF evenciaLiy
isder it contral he tvo parts of the country. Tre present tercorist ol
tien tn South Vieunas by the Viet Cong, the paruaii of the Nortn
Vietnan Ferts, comstiinte + tactic tn 141 cumaten 5o seviovs

Tae hotce of She Nekong Delta £or the mlor concepation of he current
Vist Cong sctivitics is infiuenced by

mintst guerrillas; (2) the comlex phyaical envimm-em., “hich 1s seperiiy
sutzes %o gerritls wastare; (3) the lack of @ good

delta could pravide enough food to sustatn large sron
e highland trivesmn'a prinitive ngeieuiures practices sciaon preaice more
than 15 Toquired for mbsistence, leaving Littie or no Berpi

urtharunce of thelr carpaign Lo the higlands tho

gt g e b i

Arctper source of possisle trowble is tho large Cainste popuwation, mny of
yoom Brovebly babor vesentsent bomid e governant wider Bien becaide v
decree he forced th itnansse citizenship snd bocsuse a government

plan for the dtssolution of mu Congregptions (cucial agnosiuvions) Lo nor
pending,  Iastly, comonents of both the Cao Dat and e Hao ancte, Whons

au e datentan b the ey of South Tictnss Sirsng v porisd Agy. 55,
are meiiirates by the Communiete ard curvently axe mvolved in thelr

activics udariy in the Cumbodian border ures, Viere these ploptive
Contiane %4 be erplotieh o7 the Commeria
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THALAND
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Fin iy Ragon
Vi Captn ity Region
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SOUTH VIETNAM

TRANSPORTATION

© Runway 7000 feet and over
O Runway 60007000 feet
oo
e
paeooch
L
s,
T

@®  National capital
~——+ Railroad
Road
Road under construction
Track or trail
Route designation
s Canal
s Spot haight (n feet)
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